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Dr. Mary E. Evans Named the 2008-2009  

IOM/ANF/AAN Scholar-in-Residence 

 
Mary E. Evans, PhD, RN, FAAN has been selected as the 2008-2009 Distinguished Nurse for the 

IOM/ANF/AAN Scholar-in-Residence Program.  She will spend the next year obtaining information on 

various social, economic, and political factors that could lead to more effective implementation of 

recommendations put forward by the Institute of Medicine (IOM) concerning mental health.  Dr. Evans 

will focus primarily on the recommendations from the IOM Prevention Committee and the Committee on 

Maternal Depression to examine the factors that hinder and those that facilitate effective translation of 

these recommendations into policy.  

 

“For more than 20 years, I have researched ways to prevent mental health disorders,” said Mary Evans. “I 

am hopeful this opportunity will allow me to take past research and recommendations and bring greater 

attention to implementing policies that will improve mental health for all Americans.”   

 

“The IOM/ANF/AAN Scholar-in-Residence Program is an exciting opportunity, which allows nurse leaders 

to engage in a prominent role in health policy development at the national level,” said American Academy 

of Nursing President Pam Mitchell, PhD, RN, FAHA, FAAN.  “Dr. Evans has dedicated her career to 

improving mental health for children and adults.  I am confident that her experience and expertise will help 

make important policy recommendations concerning mental health a reality.”  

 

Dr. Evans is currently a Distinguished University Health Professor and Associate Dean for Research and 

Doctoral Study at the College of Nursing, University of South Florida. Throughout her career, Dr. Evans 

has worked as a child mental health services researcher.  For 20 years before accepting the position at the 

University of South Florida, Dr. Evans was a Senior Research Scientist at the New York State Office of 

Mental Health where she conducted policy relevant research, much of it funded by the National Institute of 

Mental Health. She is the co-author of a textbook, Pharmacological Aspects of Nursing Care, now in its 

seventh edition. 

 

### 

 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international 

trends in health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy.  The 

Academy’s mission is to serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice 

through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 
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